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02	DEPARTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL AND FINANCIAL REGULATION

382	MAINE BOARD OF OPTOMETRY

Chapter 1: INITIAL LICENSURE AND RENEWAL, LICENSURE BY ENDORSEMENT, FEES, CONTINUING EDUCATION


SUMMARY: This chapter consists of rules covering initial licensure and renewal, Licensure by endorsement, fees and continuing education requirements.


 Section 1:	Initial Licensure and Renewal

1.   Application for Examination

A. A complete application for examination, with all supporting documentation, is to be filed with the Board administrative staff at least thirty (30) days prior to the examination.

B. All information given on the application shall be given under oath.

C. The licensing examinations are scheduled by appointment, once all requirements are met. Information regarding the examination is available from the Board’s administrative staff. 
(1) Initial applicants must pass Parts I, II, and III of the National Board of Examiners in Optometry (NBEO) examination, including the Treatment and Management of Ocular Disease (TMOD) examination prior to acceptance of the application.
(2) Initial applicants must pass the jurisprudence examination for the State of Maine as administered by the Board.
(3) Applicants who fail the jurisprudence examination and wish to reapply must wait a minimum of 30 days before completing a new application form, with application fee. 

2. License Renewal Requirements

Licenses must be renewed annually before April 1. An applicant must submit a completed application form (provided by the Board), the license renewal fee, and proof of the requisite number of hours of continuing education.

Section 2:	Licensure by Endorsement

The Board is authorized to issue a license to an applicant who is licensed under the laws of another state or United States territory who furnishes proof, satisfactory to the Board, and meets the following requirements for licensure:

1. An applicant seeking licensure by endorsement must apply with the appropriate fee under this chapter, and any other materials required by the Board.
2. An applicant has 90 days after being notified of any materials needed to complete the application to submit those materials to the Board. Failure to complete the application within that 90-day period may result in a denial of the application.
3. Specific qualifications for licensure by endorsement; applicants licensed to practice in another jurisdiction:
A. Qualifications. The Board will review materials submitted by the applicant as outlined below to determine if the other jurisdiction’s requirements for licensure are substantially similar to the requirements for initial licensure for the level of licensure applied for under the laws and rules of the Board.

B.	An applicant seeking licensure by endorsement pursuant to this chapter must provide:
1. Documentation of the laws and rules of all jurisdictions in which the applicant is licensed;

2. Verification of all licenses in good standing under which the applicant is actively licensed;

3. Verification that the applicant is in good standing in all jurisdictions in which the applicant was prior licensed.
 C.   All application materials for qualifications required for initial licensure as an       optometrist.

Section 3:     Fees
All fees are non-refundable. They should be made payable to the Maine Board of Optometry as follows:

1. Application for Licensing Examination

The fee for the initial licensing examination application is $300.00

2. Annual license fee

	The annual license fee is $600.00 

3. Late renewal fee

A license may be renewed up to ninety (90) days after the date of expiration upon payment of a late fee of $300.00 in addition to the $600.00 annual license fee.
PLEASE NOTE: Licenses expire upon the expiration date of the license. Practicing with an expired license may result in disciplinary actions. The sole purpose of the 90-day period is to permit expedited processing of renewals. It does not in any way operate to extend the expiration date of a license to practice. 
Section 4:  Continuing Education

1. All optometrists licensed under this Chapter are required to take no fewer than twenty-five (25) hours of continuing education credits during the licensing period preceding license renewal. The continuing education credits must be in subjects related to the practice of optometry, such as the utilization and application of new techniques, scientific and technical advances, the use of pharmaceutical agents and treatment of ocular diseases, and the achievements of research to ensure comprehensive eye care to the public. The courses must be accredited by the Council on Optometric Practitioner Education (COPE), Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), or any such other accreditation program as approved by the board. A maximum of two hours in practice management may be applied toward this requirement. Courses may be completed either in person, on-line in person, or via video replay.
Optometrists authorized to use therapeutic pharmaceutical agents shall complete at least 15 hours of courses in diagnosis, treatment, and management of ocular or relevant systemic disease continuing education.

Attendance verification must be submitted by each optometrist at the time of license renewal to the board in the manner described by the board for license renewal.
2. Prior Approval:  Any course not approved by the above-listed organizations may be submitted to the Board for prior approval. Request for course approval should be on the form provided by the board, submitted with required attachments. The Board may, in its discretion, approve such courses submitted to it, if the request for approval and pertinent course materials are received by the Board at least thirty (30) days in advance of the date for which the course is scheduled. For good cause shown such as illness or family crisis, the Board may waive all or a portion of the 30-day period.

3. Change in Requirements:  If there is an increase in the number of continuing education hours required, all licensed optometrists will be notified as of April 1 of the year in which the increase becomes effective.

4. Waiver or Modification:  The board may waive or modify this continuing education requirement in cases of illness or undue hardship.

5. Carry-over:  Each licensing renewal period, optometrists may carry over up to 5 credit hours to satisfy the requirements of the following renewal period.

6. Potential discipline or renewal:  If an applicant for license renewal fails to comply with  continuing education provisions and action has not been taken by the board to waiver modify the requirements pursuant to paragraph 4 of this section, because of the causes specified, then the board may not renew the license, except that in its discretion, the board may renew the license provided that the applicant completes all requirements for renewal of the license within six (6) months of the renewal date. 

7. Military Service; license to practice optometry. An applicant who is a resident of the State serving in the Military Service of the United States must complete the requirements for licensure in the state of Maine in order to be licensed in Maine. An Optometrist in the military service may renew a Maine license upon payment of the required annual renewal fee, if all other requirements such as continuing education are met.
8. For the license period of April 1, 2024, through March 31, 2025, credits taken between January 1, 2024, and March 31, 2024, will be accepted for the license period beginning on April 1, 2024.
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